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(U)	Letter	to	the	Editor:	The	Collection	Discipline	is	Essential

FROM:	the	SIDtoday	Editor
Unknown
Run	Date:	08/31/2005

(U//FOUO)	Here's	a	comment	on	the	recent	article	Planning	the	Future	of	the	Collection	Skill
Community	:

From:

(C//SI)	The	mere	fact	that	we	are	finally	realizing	that	"collecting	signals"	is	an	essential	part	of
the	SIGINT	process	is	refreshing.	Collection,	as	a	discipline,	is	much	different	today	than	ten
years	ago.	In	another	ten	years,	given	the	rapid	growth	of	technology,	it	will	be	radically
different	from	today.	BUT,	somebody	will	still	need	to	collect	the	signal,	collection	managers	will
still	need	to	help	analysts	weed	through	the	maze	of	signals	and	communications	paths	available
to	the	target	and	data	flow	folks	will	still	need	to	get	the	signal	to	the	appropriate	processor	so
that	it	can	be	delivered	to	the	analyst.	While	it	is	critical	that	the	art	of	analysis	be	reborn,	we
must	also	bring	the	collection	and	forwarding	disciplines	along	with	it.

"(U//FOUO)	SIDtoday	articles	may	not	be	republished	or	reposted	outside	NSANet
without	the	consent	of	S0121	(DL	sid_comms)."

DYNAMIC	PAGE	--	HIGHEST	POSSIBLE	CLASSIFICATION	IS
TOP	SECRET	//	SI	/	TK	//	REL	TO	USA	AUS	CAN	GBR	NZL

DERIVED	FROM:	NSA/CSSM	1-52,	DATED	08	JAN	2007	DECLASSIFY	ON:	20320108




